
Dear AMA’s, RA’s, and AMA Families! 
 

Happy November! It is hard to believe 
that it has been two and a half months 
have passed since the AMA’s arrived for 
Orientation! The leaves in New England 
are changing and falling, to the delight of 
the Worcester community, especially our 
short-term AMA, Maria.  In the midst of 
all these changes that come with a new 
season and climate, and in light of Thanksgiving just around the corner, I share this quotation 
from Sarah Ban Breathnach: “All we have is all we need. All we need is the awareness of how 
blessed we really are.”  During this month of November, let us challenge each other to keep 
this in mind: that God would open our eyes to see everything as gift.  
 

This newsletter includes Erin Danylchuk’s reflection, AMA picture updates from all the 
AMA’s, important upcoming dates, and two inserts: “Our Struggle for Community” by Ron 
Rolheiser (AMA’s, you will also find a hard copy in your Orientation binder), and an Advent 
Idea’s sheet.  You may find both helpful tools and I encourage you to share them in your 
communities. Additionally, here are two other items I offer for the upcoming month: 
 

Advent Begins: Some Prayers for Your Life in Community! I encourage you to visit 

Creighton University’s Online Ministries page to find prayers for the Advent Season.  You will 
find prayers for each day of the four weeks, which may be good ideas for planning prayer  
together. http://onlineministries.creighton. edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/ 
 

First Sunday of  Advent: Year of  Consecrated Life The first Sunday of Advent also 

marks the beginning of the Church’s liturgical year. This year, we will celebrate the “Year of 
Consecrated Life” from Nov. 30, 2014-Feb 2, 2016 (the World Day of Consecrated Life).  
Throughout this year, we will have several additions to our AMA Newsletter to celebrate this 
year and share more information about the Religious of the As-
sumption.  
 

In closing, as I write this during Vocation Awareness Week, I 
will leave as departing words this blessing for vocation:  
 

May God bless you with ears to listen to the still small voice within.  
May you have strength to follow Christ’s call to be his disciple.  
May you discern the Spirit’s bountiful gifts showered upon you.  

And may you live a life of service for others, in joy and gratitude. 
(Called to Life) 

Peace,  
-Michelle  
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A Place of  Comfort in an Unfamiliar Part of  the Country 
Erin’s Reflection from Worcester, MA  

My life in Massachusetts with the Associate Missionaries of the Assumption has 
been positive, and unexpectedly life-changing thus far. The things in life that I 
have found to be profound are ones that provide an opportunity for growth 
within myself, the space to learn about others that are different than me, and 
give one a sense of peace that the work being done is beyond oneself.  
 
The mentoring program gives me great joy around the room to see pairs of 
young children, and college mentors learning and truly enjoying the company of 
one another.  One mentor was using a stuffed bear to get a young child to do 
his homework. Did it look silly? Of course! My point is that my job is more 
than getting a child to sit and do his or her homework; it is about creating that 
special bond, and being creative in away that makes learning more enjoyable.  
 
Even in the little time of three months, my time as an AMA has profoundly moved me to think and live outside 
my comfort zone. Life is full of opportunities to learn, and in those moments I step out of my comfort zone is 
when internal transformation begins. My job as the English as a Second Language coordinator has exposed me 
to a multitude of cultures, and stories that have fed my travel-loving soul. A little at a time, I have been given 
the opportunity to learn about our students. We have students from Central African Republic, Paraguay,    
Honduras, El Salvador, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Pakistan, Italy, Venezuela, and Vietnam. The wide range 
of countries represented at ESL it quite remarkable!  
 
My time in Worcester is quickly passing, and I am trying my best to do my best in every program I coordinate. I 
take each job to heart, and I truly enjoy hearing the stories from the range of people I am getting to know. The 
mentoring program, ESL, and the Knitting Circle have each played a part in my new life as an AMA in   
Worcester. And, I cannot forget the Sisters! Each one of them is absolutely wonderful! They have certainly 
made me feel welcome in their community as co-workers and as friends. The programs have helped build a 
place of comfort in an unfamiliar part of the country. As much as I love to travel, some of life’s most beautiful 
moments are closer than I originally thought. 
 

Pictures (L to R): 1. The Worcester AMA’s, Sr. Mary Ann, and Msgr. Francis Scollen at 
the Campaign for Human Development Awards Ceremony for the Diocese of Worcester in October. 2. Erin 
and Coreena in the gym at St. Peter’s, helping with the Mentoring program. 3. The Cana Community of the As-
sumption Center on an apple picking adventure! Joining the five community members is Sindy Collazo (back 
row, black shirt), a member of the first Cana Community!  



Caitlin Goodhile (Newcastle, England) One thing that I’ve said that I wanted 

from this whole experience was a sense of community and although it’s only been two 

months since I’ve arrived I am starting to get that feeling already.  Since I’ve arrived in 

Pendower, it seems that everyone knows everyone and being the new volunteer I had 

yet to feel that connection or have that opportunity to say hello to someone as I passed 

by them.  A few weeks of being here and being involved with the center has already 

changed that.  I was walking back to the flat a few weeks ago after just finishing up my 

run and I saw a little boy from one of the programs further down the street on his 

scooter.  I looked down at my phone and was about to look back up again so I could say 

hello as I passed by, but he had already beat me to it.  He scootered right up in front of 

me and just said, “What are you doing?” I started laughing and asked him the same question.  We talked for a few minutes 

and then he scootered on past with his grandfather in tow.  It's been two months and I am already beginning to feel a 

strong sense of community and I know it will only continue in the upcoming months!  

Picture: There are two communities in Newcastle: one in Walker and one in Pendower.  

The volunteers are: Sheila, Caitlin, Janos, Dmytro, Igor, and Alex. Both communities come 

together for meals from time to time. Pictured are some of the Newcastle Community 

(Caitlin is sitting) at one of these meals.  
 

Kevin Molyneux 
(Chaparral, NM)             
My first picture is from a lunch 
that we went to at one of the 
friends of the sisters’ house. I 
went with the sisters to the lunch, 
which was delicious Mexican food! 
This picture is standing outside, 
next to a cart that the man had. I 
am not in my second picture, but 
it is a view of the backyard at casa 
maria eugenia. This is the view 
straight to the mountains. There 
has been a lot of rain this year, so the grass is rather high here in the desert. 

Jordyn Faron (Worcester, MA) Being on the East coast, I have come to understand that 

New England has been the prettiest fall that I have ever experienced. Going apple picking, hiking 

Mt. Monadnock, and even just driving around to check out the beauty of the changing leaves has 

been an amazing way to get to know this side of the 

country.  As I begin to settle more into the swing of 

things here in Worcester I can only smile when I 

think of all of the incredible people I have met and 

all of the glorious sites New England has to offer.   
 

Coreena Garcia (Worcester, MA), a native 

to El Paso, TX enjoys the day during apple picking 

with the community.  Look at those New England 

autumn colors!  

More AMA Updates: Pictures and Stories 
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Take Note! Important Dates 
Dear AMA’s, please remember these upcoming dates!  
 

November 

1: Happy All Saint’s Day! 

11-14: Catholic Volunteer Network Conference 

19-23: Michelle’s Site Visit to Chaparral 

30: First Sunday of Advent!  

Time to Celebrate the Year of Consecrated Life!  

 

December 

1: Deadlines for AMA Pictures and captions, Kevin’s reflection due. 

December Newsletter Published 

4: Happy Birthday, Erin! 

7: Happy Birthday, Jordyn! 

25: Merry Christmas! Happy Birthday, Jesus! 

 

Maria Garcia Madrigal (Worcester, MA) is experiencing many 

service areas in Worcester! In addition to the 

Mentoring, ESL, Knitting Circle, and Girls 

With Dreams that are Assumption ministries, 

she also volunteers at the St. John’s Food 

Pantry twice a week.  Cana community mem-

ber Kate (pictured on the left to with Maria 

on a trip to the Worcester Art Museum), has 

also brought Maria to the Catholic Worker in 

Worcester! Maria has also been “adopted” by 

the Mexican community here in Worcester. 

So happy you are with us, Maria!  

Maria’s blog documenting her short-term AMA experience 

can be found here:  

http://magamadrigal.tumblr.com/ 

 

Rachel Recolcolin (Iloilo City, Philippines), pictured in 

the left, in purple, enjoys cooking during the week of her 

birthday! Looks like you are working hard, Rachel!  

 




